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N. O. INTERNATIONAL-ARMSTRONG ELECTS NEW OFFICERS    

They Get One-Year Terms as Aviation Board Chairman, Vice-Chairman 

 
Nolan V. Rollins, president and CEO of the Urban League of Greater New 
Orleans, was elected Chairman of the New Orleans Aviation Board, 
operator of Louis Armstrong N.O. International Airport, at the board’s 
regular meeting Wednesday.  
 
Rollins was appointed to the Aviation Board in December, 2008.  He holds 
a Bachelor of Science degree in Public Administration from Virginia State 
University and was honored with the Community Service Award and the 
Outstanding Public Administrators Award. He earned his Master of Arts 
degree in Legal Ethics and Historical Studies from the University of 

Baltimore. 
 
Rollins received his Juris Doctor degree from Florida Coastal School of Law.  He recently served as 
co-chair of the NOPD Task Force. 
 
“As the Chairman of the New Orleans Aviation Board it is my responsibility to develop an airport that 
Louisiana can be proud of and that the world enjoys visiting because of the unique experience that 
we will provide,” he said.  He succeeds Dan Packer as chairman.  Packer, former CEO of Entergy 
Corp. New Orleans, served as chairman since July, 2002.    
 
“It was a pleasure to lead the Aviation Board over the past 8 years and the 
great staff we have while overseeing the rebuilding of the airport and the level 
of air service this community enjoys,” Packer said. 
 
                                                                
Doug Thornton, senior vice president for SMG, which oversees the Louisiana 
Superdome, New Orleans Arena and Kenner’s Pontchartrain Center 
convention facility, was elected Vice-Chairman.   
 
Thornton was appointed to the Board in June, 2010, and played a key role in 
the development of the local sports and entertainment landscape.  
 

  Vice-chmn Thornton 
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Thornton has been a leader in producing several high profile events including, two NFL Super Bowls, 
both the Men’s and Women’s NCAA Final Four, two BCS Championship football games, the Essence 
Music Festival, the annual Sugar Bowl Classic and many more. He is active in many community and 
industry organizations.   
 
Thornton recently served as the co-chair of the Landrieu Transition Team.  Thornton takes over the 
Vice-Chairmanship from Kenner Representative, Dave Campbell who served as Vice Chairman since 
October 2008. 
 
Members of the Aviation Board are appointed to five (5) year terms and officers are elected annually 
by their peers. 
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