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Laketown Park is the area located north of the flood protection 
levee.  The proposed park development will complement and 
enhance the existing park infrastructure, provide passive 
recreational opportunities, and connect visitors to the natural 
environment.   
 
The proposed Boardwalks and Mixed Use Area, located south 
of the storm protection levee, include mixed retail, residential, 
and entertainment uses.  The Boardwalks and Mixed Use Area 
will connect directly to the lakefront and capitalize on the water 
views.  The proposed development will complement Laketown 
Park and the existing Treasure Chest Casino. 

An Active Recreation Area is proposed for the southwestern 
portion of the project area.  This area has the potential to 
become a regional or national draw if properly planned and 
implemented due to the close proximity of this location to the 
Pontchartrain Center, Hilton Garden Inn, ample parking, and 
Lakefront attractions. 
 
A proposed tram route connects the parking areas to 
Laketown Park, the Boardwalks and Mixed Use Area, and the 
Active Recreation Area. 
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Bird’s Eye View depicting proposed Laketown Park improvements�
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Key program elements proposed for Laketown Park include 
the following:   
 
 ��������	�!����	����
 
Laketown Park is built upon reclaimed water bottoms.  A 
mitigation wetland must be constructed as per the terms of the 
state lease for the creation of Laketown Park.  The wetland will 
filter and improve water quality and provide important wildlife 
habitat.  This in turn will enhance bird watching and fishing 
opportunities.   
  
�
�
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A proposed nature center and interpretive nature trail are 
located adjacent to the future mitigation wetland.  The nature 
center should meet Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) certification standards.  Proposed key design 
features include a green roof and a green technology 
demonstration area.  The green roof will reduce stormwater 
runoff, reduce temperatures, insulate the building, create 
wildlife habitat, and visually integrate the building with the 
surrounding natural environment.  The nature center will focus 
on the constructed mitigation wetland project and the ecology 
of Lake Pontchartrain.  The nature trail will include features 
such as nesting sites, an island, and bat boxes.  The trail will 
explore various environments including natural levee forest, 
swamp, marsh, and open water. 

Section depicting the proposed amphitheater entrance plaza with alternative ‘salmon’ color variation ���
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The proposed amphitheater should function as a shelter and 
destination point when not in use for performances.  The 
design concept includes baptismal steps on the water side of 
the stage for direct contact with the water.  The stage should 
be designed in an open style in order to retain water views.  
Small support buildings should be positioned on either side of 
the stage in order to house electrical equipment, storage, and 
dressing/restrooms.  For major concert events, space for a 
dressing room trailer must be allocated behind the stage.  A 
circular walkway defines the perimeter of the lawn seating 
area.  The walkway should be designed to accommodate 
trucks for stage setup and breakdown. The architectural style, 

color, and materials of the stage structures should be 
compatible with the existing structures of the site.   

 
The proposed location for the stage is on the northwestern 
portion of the site.  This position will reduce the potential for 
sun glare, direct sound away from residential areas, and 
provide an attractive view of the lake for event goers.  The 
lawn seating area will slope gently toward the stage and 
function as an open playing field when the stage is not in use 
for performances.  The proposed entrance to the amphitheater 
includes a concession area, ticket booth and restrooms.   

Photoshop rendering depicting the proposed amphitheater 

Photoshop rendering depicting the proposed amphitheater�

Section depicting the proposed amphitheater entrance plaza, lawn, stage, and Lake Pontchartrain ���
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A proposed water feature bisects the park.  The proposed 
water feature connects the mitigation wetland to Lake 
Pontchartrain and circulates with the tidal flow of the lake.  
This proposed water feature accomplishes several tasks.  It 
creates a moat for the amphitheater, which funnels pedestrian 
movement to designated points of access.  This will enhance 
security during performance events.  The water feature 
creates an attractive entrance to the amphitheater at the same 
time that it controls access.  It provides visual interest to the 
central portion of the park while defining and separating the 
different programmed park use areas, including the 
amphitheater, sand beach, and nature play area. 

Further north, in the central portion of the park, the water 
feature creates an interior sand beach and play area.  The 
interior location of the beach offers protection from erosion and 
allows direct access to the water.  The western perimeter of 
the water feature will be heavily planted with herbaceous 
species and shrubs in order to improve water quality, provide a 
habitat for wildlife and vegetation, and create visual interest.  
The water feature should include fountain jets for aeration.  
Any activity that includes contact with water will require water 
quality monitoring.   

Sketch depicting the proposed amphitheater entrance plaza and water feature 
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The proposed forested knolls serve several purposes.  The 
knolls will help reduce and absorb noise pollution from 
performances at the amphitheater.   Additionally, the knolls will 
provide visual buffer screening for the parking areas.  For 
visitors who climb the knolls, they will provide elevated views 
of the lake and stage.  The knolls spatially define and enclose 
the nature play area and provide an unprogrammed play 
opportunity for children.  The knolls provide an additional level 
of flood protection by serving as a first line 
of defense against wave action, creating 
visual interest, and an attractive naturalistic 
aesthetic for the park. 
 
"��#���
���������
   
There was a time when many children 
experienced “free range childhood”, which 
involved unprogrammed play in natural 
settings.  This type of experience nurtures 
creativity, independent thinking, discovery, 
imagination, and connection with nature.  
Free range childhood is rare today and 
play is highly programmed.  Play areas are 
typically sterile environments with 
manufactured play equipment specified out 
of catalogues.  The goal of the proposed 
nature play area is to create a healthier 
living environment by offering children the 
opportunity to experience elements of “free 
range” childhood in a safe environment.   

 
The proposed play area incorporates the forested knolls, water 
feature, and sand beach. The proposed water feature will 
include a small inlet branch which will meander through the 
nature play area.  This branch will vary in width and depth in 
order to create a variety of play opportunities.  The nature play 
area will provide visitors with opportunities to climb trees, 
throw rocks, build dams, catch fish, get wet, play in the sand, 
get their hands dirty, cross stepping stones, and hide in a 
willow tunnel. 

 
 

�

Sketch depicting the water feature, nature play area (with narrow meandering stream inlet) and forested 
knolls�
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A spray fountain is proposed for the existing lawn in the center 
of the existing picnic area. The existing picnic area is located 
adjacent to and immediately north of the existing boat trailer 
parking lot.  The spray fountain will provide a focal point for the 
existing shelters and picnic tables. It is located close to the 
existing play area, concession building, and restroom area.  
One conceptual design for the spray fountain includes three 
circular spray pads linked by a pathway.  The proposed 
circular pads will be brightly colored and contain subsurface 
spray jets.  The subsurface jets may be choreographed to 
spray at different times in order to create an element of 
surprise.  One of the circles may be designed to include a very 
shallow (three-inch deep) pool of water.  Proposed earth 
mounds separate the circular pads and partially screen the 
view of the circular pads in order to create an element of 
surprise.  The mounds are intended to function as play 

features and may incorporate slides.  The proposed spray 
pads do not include any above ground play equipment, such 
as water cannons or tumble buckets, to maintain a clutter free 
view of the lake and to reduce vulnerability to future storm 
damage.   An alternative design for the spray fountain is a 
simple, single circular concrete pad with subsurface jets. 
 
The spray fountain will require a pump room.  Ideally, this will 
consist of a small structure built in the style, colors, and 
materials of the existing structures in the vicinity.  Currently, 
there are two existing fenced utility areas in close vicinity to 
the proposed spray fountain.  The utility areas are unsightly.  
The pump building should be designed and constructed to 
include and enclose one of the existing fenced utility areas in 
order to improve their appearance and reduce visual clutter. 

�

�
�

Section depicting proposed splash pad in existing picnic area 
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A themed waterfront promenade is designed to hug the 
shoreline and lead from the sunrise lookout point to the sunset 
lookout point.  The proposed promenade contains bulkheads 
with protective railing along the majority of the route.  The 
protective railing specified on the drawings is metal and wire, 
in order to maintain an open view to the lake.  To offer a 
variety of experiences along the walkway, access to the water 
should be provided at points along the trail through baptismal 
steps.  A boardwalk will provide access from the promenade 
across the marsh to the sunset lookout point.  The proposed 
promenade includes benches, gliders, and light fixtures with 
colorful banners.  Palm trees are recommended in order to 
keep the view to the water open from the interior of the park.  
The promenade may include interpretive elements based upon 
a theme of the fauna and flora of the lake.  This may include 
design features embedded in the pavement or sculptural 
elements.  A bulkhead is proposed further north into the lake.  
This will enhance the storm and erosion protection for the 
shoreline and site features.  The bulkhead will incorporate a 
walkway.   The sunrise lookout point should include baptismal 
steps and a shelter.  This feature is proposed near the existing 
concessions area. 

�
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This proposed structure is located along the promenade near 
the existing concessions area. The proposed structure faces 
the east and provides additional views of the boat launch. The 
structure may include swinging benches similar to those at 
Waterfront Park in Charleston, South Carolina.  From the 

sunrise lookout point, visitors may opt to continue along the 
promenade, visit the concessions stand, or walk toward the 
boat launch. 

�
 

Section depicting the proposed waterfront promenade�

���
���

��	

��

�
�
�



IV - 16 
 

)#	���������#��
��	���
 
This proposed structure is located at the end of the 
promenade at the outermost northwestern tip of the park.  The 
structure will function as a “reward” at the end of the 
promenade, and may include swinging benches similar to 
those at the Waterfront Park in Charleston, South Carolina.  
From the sunset lookout point, visitors may opt to return via 
the promenade, bulkhead trail, or continue along the 
interpretive nature trail to the nature center. 

 
*����#��	��
 
A restaurant is proposed near the existing Treasure Chest 
Casino. Access to the proposed restaurant is through the 
existing Treasure Chest Casino loop road.  The structure must 
be elevated in order to reduce the risk of flooding in the event 
of a storm.  The area below the restaurant should function for 
parking and service.  This area should be enclosed and 
heavily landscaped in order to screen views to the parked cars 
and dumpsters.  The design concept includes a dining balcony 
overlooking the lake. The restaurant should be connected 
directly to the western portion of the park with a bridge.  The 
bridge must be designed to accommodate boaters using the 
launch.  Additional public restrooms may be available under 
the restaurant. 
 

���#����
 
The proposed carousel is located at the entrance to the 
Laketown Park, where it will create a dramatic first impression.  
At this location, the carousel has potential to become a 
signature icon for the park.  The carousel may be rented for 

private parties and may create a major attraction for Laketown.  
Additional parking may be provided by adding angled parking 
stalls to the existing Treasure Chest Casino loop road.   
 

����	��
 
The majority of the proposed new parking is located toward 
the rear (southern portion) of the site in order to minimize 
visual impact.  The proposed forested knolls will screen views 
to the parking areas.  Additional overflow parking is available 
on the landside of the levee behind the Pontchartrain Center 
and in the proposed Mixed Use Area and Boardwalk parking 
garages.  These parking areas will be directly connected to 
Laketown Park with walkways and levee crossovers.  
Additionally, a proposed tram route includes these parking 
areas and provides drop off points for the amphitheater, 
concessions area, carousel, casino, and restaurant.  All 
proposed parking areas include permeable paving in addition 
to trees and rain gardens to reduce storm water runoff, protect 
the water quality of the lake, and reduce ambient 
temperatures. 
 
����
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A fenced 1.4-acre dog park is proposed for the southeastern 
corner of the site.  The dog run area is remotely located in 
order to separate incompatible land uses.  The dog park 
should be fenced with an attractive iron picket style fence and 
may include dog water fountains, benches, a separate area for 
old and small dogs, a shelter, and litter receptacles.  If it is 
possible to obtain a permit, a lake water access point may be 
provided for wading and swimming. 
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The design of Laketown Park should address the following 
issues:  
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Site furniture should be of uniform style, material, and color.  
Due to the harsh environmental conditions at Laketown Park, 
which include salt spray, only high quality furniture with a 
minimum ten year warranty against structural defects, rust, 
and peeling of the finish should be specified.  Wood or 
recycled “plastic wood” should not be used since they are 
susceptible to vandalism.   The recommended material is cast 
iron.  The recommended color theme is bronze.   
 

 
Laketown Park offers a superior opportunity for star gazing 
due to its location outside of the flood protection zone and 
adjacent to the Lake.  Therefore, lighting design should 
address “dark-sky” concerns.  The dark-sky movement is a 
campaign to reduce light pollution so people can see the stars, 
to reduce the effects of unnatural lighting on the environment, 

and to cut down on energy 
usage.  The dark-sky 
movement's main activity is to 
encourage the use of full cutoff 
lights that cast little or no light 
upward, in public areas and 
generally to encourage 
communities to adopt lighting 
regulations.1  The luminaries 
should be specified with night-
sky friendly optics.  By 
specifying down lighting 
fixtures, the lights will also 
complement the existing light 
fixture style on the site.  The 
light fixtures should be specified 
in the color of bronze in order to 
coordinate with the benches 
and receptacles. 

                                                
     1 Wikipedia “Dark-Sky Movement,” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ 
Dark_Sky_movement (accessed February 6, 2008). 
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In order to maintain continuity, all new structures within 
Laketown Park should complement the existing structures on 
site in terms of color, materials, and scale. 
 
���������	�
 
The recommended plant palette for Laketown Park includes 
durable native species which are adapted to the 
characteristics of this site.  Native plants support wildlife and 
enhance the naturalistic character of the site.  While major 
reforestation of the site is recommended, shrubs and 
herbaceous plantings are recommended only in very limited 
quantities due to the higher level of effort and expense 
required to maintain beds.  Shrub and herbaceous plantings 
are recommended only for the naturalized wildlife areas in the 
vicinity of the environmental center.  The species listed below 
are native to Louisiana.2 
 
At lower elevations, cypress swamp species should be 
planted.  Cypress swamp species include Taxodium distichum 
(bald cypress), Nyssa spp. (gums), Acer rubrum var. 
drummondii (drummond red maple), Fraxinus profunda 
(pumpkin ash), Fraxinus pennsylvanica (green ash), Planera 
aquatic (water elm), and Gleditsia aquatic (water locust).  
Shrubs species of the cypress swamp include Itea virginica 
(virginia willow) and Cephalanthus occidentalis (buttonbush).   
Additional recommended small tree and shrub species include 
Cerifica myrica (wax myrtle), Ilex opaca (American holly), Ilex 
decidua (deciduous holly), Sabal minor (dwarf palmetto), and 
Ilex vomitoria (yaupon holly) for their wildlife value.  A regular 
maintenance program must be implemented in order to 

                                                
     2  Latimore M. Smith: The Natural Communities of Louisiana.  (Baton Rouge: 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,1988). 

prevent invasive exotic species, such as Sapium sebiferum 
(Chinese tallow tree) and Lygodium japonicum (Japanese 
climbing fern), from establishing.  
  
Recommended herbaceous plantings for the marsh include 
species of the salt marsh.  The dominant species of the salt 
marsh is Spartina alterniflora (smooth cordgrass). Additional 

species include Spartina 
patens (marsh-hay 
cordgrass), Distichlis 
spicata (saltgrass), Juncus 
roemarianus (black rush), 
and Batis maritime 
(saltwort). 
 
 

 
At higher elevations, including the forested knolls, species 
from the live oak forest should be planted. Selected species of 
the live oak forest include Quercus virginiana (live oak), 
Quercus nigra (water 
oak), Ulmus Americana 
(American elm), Celtis 
laevigata (hackberry), 
Quercus nuttalli (nuttall 
oak), Acerrubrum var. 
drummondii (drummond 
red maple), and 
Liquidambar styraciflua 
(sweet gum).  Hardy non-
native Phoenix dactylifera 
(medjool palm) are 
recommended for 

planting in limited 
quantities along the 

Smooth Cordgrass 

Live Oak 
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promenade for their graceful form, superior cold hardiness and 
high canopy which will not obscure water views.   
 
Recommended species for the areas south of the levee 
include a mix of durable native and exotic species.  
Recommended canopy species include Quercus virginiana 
(live oak), Quercus nuttallii (nuttall oak), Magnolia grandiflora 
(southern magnolia), and Taxodium distichum (bald cypress).   

Smaller species should include Ilex x attenuate ‘Eagleston’ 
(eagleston holly), Pistacia chinensis (Chinese pistachio), 
Lagerstroemia spp. (crape myrtle), and Magnolia grandiflora 
‘Little Gem’ (little gem magnolia).  Palm trees, such as Sabal 
palmetto (cabbage palm) and Phoenix dactylifera (medjool 
palm) should be used for accent purposes only.  For rain 
gardens, the species of the cypress swamp listed herein 
should be utilized. 

Bald Cypress Medjool Palm Southern Magnolia 
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The Mixed Use Area and Boardwalk are proposed for the 
13.7-acre site currently occupied by the 1,200 car Treasure 
Chest Casino parking lot.  This concept incorporates 
approximately twelve new buildings and a boardwalk.  This 
site has direct access to the lakefront, and thus represents a 
highly desirable real estate location. This location has strong 
potential for mixed use development, including restaurant, 
retail, and residential uses. The current use of this site, 
exclusive for parking, prevents Kenner from fully utilizing one 
of its greatest assets: waterfront property.   
 
The proposed Boardwalk and Mixed Use Area features dense 
development clustered around a central Main Street style 
corridor.  The proposed development includes retail, office, 
and restaurant space with living space above.  The proposed 
building facades face the central Main Street corridor.   
Parking is located along the Main Street, in the boardwalk 
parking garage and hidden behind the buildings.  The Mixed 
Use Area features broad sidewalks, balconies, street trees, 
display windows, sidewalk cafes, gardens, colorful flags, 
lighting, banners and awnings, galleries, and uniform, 
attractive site furniture.   
 
An additional boardwalk is proposed for the existing asphalt 
parking lot behind the Pontchartrain Center.  The existing 
parking lot should be retrofitted to incorporate the boardwalk 
and to enhance the aesthetic quality and function of the 
existing paved area.  The existing parking area will continue to 
service conventions at the Pontchartrain Center in addition to 
major events at Laketown Park.  It is therefore critical that the 
parking lot present a positive image of Kenner.  It is also 

important, particularly in light of the recreational improvements 
to the park, that the negative impact of the parking lot upon the 
lake water quality be minimized and that the site complies with 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) stormwater 
management regulations.   To this end, tree planting, light 
colored permeable paving, walkways, and rain gardens are 
recommended as part of the parking lot retrofit. 
 
The proposed boardwalks are located parallel to and directly 
south of the flood protection levee.  The boardwalks will form 
an entertainment district with cafes, retail shops, restaurants, 
music, condominiums, apartments, and hotel rooms.  The 
boardwalks consist of multi-level structures with street front 
retail uses, parking garages, and service areas in the rear, 
with upper level retail, decks, and balconies.  The upper levels 
overlook Lake Pontchartrain and are directly connected to the 
park via pedestrian bridges.  The upper levels include rooftop 
gardens, cistern fountains, and solar panels.  At the street 
level, the structures will maintain a human scale through 
careful manipulation of stepped building heights, broken lines, 
and complementary colors.   
 
In the event that the Treasure Chest Casino parking is 
replaced by the Boardwalks and Mixed Use Area, the casino 
parking should be relocated to Parcel D3-A2-A.  This parcel is 
currently owned by the Treasure Chest Casino and is 
designated by Ordinance No. 8672 for office space and 
parking.  A tram route will service this parking area, connecting 
it to the major attractions of the Boardwalks, Mixed Use Area, 
Treasure Chest Casino, and Laketown Park.         
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The architecture of the site should follow distinct patterns 
related to scale, roof pitch and style, balconies, color palette, 
signage, awnings, and materials.  A design manual is 
recommended in order to define the architectural code and 
ensure quality.  A sense of liveliness and community can be 
brought to the streetscape through the use of fountains, color 
schemes, banners, awnings, street furniture, sidewalk cafés, 
balconies, light strings, and landscaping.  Many of the 
standards herein are based upon the recommendations of the 
Louisiana Speaks: Pattern Book drafted by Urban Design 
Associates and published by the Louisiana Recovery Authority 
and Louisiana Recovery Authority Support Foundation. 
 
The architectural style and colors of the Boardwalk and Mixed 
Use Area structures should respect the vernacular style of 
southeast Louisiana, specifically the Creole-Influenced and 
Louisiana Classical styles.  “The vernacular architecture from 
all regions of south Louisiana share a common intention – to 
provide relief from the sun and rain while still capturing as 
many breezes as possible.  Generously scaled porches, tall 
ceilings, full-height windows, jalousie windows, shade 
gardens, porch fans, and wood shutters are elements that 
distinguish the traditional architecture of South Louisiana from 
elsewhere in the country.”3 
 
The ground floors should consist of shop fronts which are 
largely transparent and open directly to wide sidewalks.  The 
ground floors should be a minimum height of twelve feet, 
preferably taller, with large vertically proportioned column bays 
and wall openings.  French doors and full length windows on 
the ground floors should include operable shutters.  The upper 

                                                
     3 Urban Design Associates: Louisiana Speaks: Pattern Book, (Louisiana Recovery 
Authority and Louisiana Recovery Authority Support Foundation, 2007), 16. 

floors should be less transparent and not as tall as the ground 
floors, with a minimum height of ten to twelve feet.  The upper 
floors should contain deep one or two story galleries or 
balconies over the taller ground floor to provide shade and rain 
protection for pedestrians below.   
 
The Mixed Use Area buildings should not exceed three stories 
(forty-five feet) in height.  The boardwalk structure should be 
massed in such a way as to create a stepped effect, which will 
visually reduce the height of the upper stories in order to 
maintain the illusion of a smaller scale structure and 
complement the two to three story buildings of the Mixed Use 
Area.  The façade of the Boardwalk structure should include a 
variety of setbacks, heights, colors, and designs in order to 
break up the mass and create proportions that maintain the 
rhythm and scale of the two to three story buildings of the 
Mixed Use Area.  The buildings in the Mixed Use Area should 
be sited in order to create continuous street frontage.  The 
rooftops should be either flat with parapets and cornice, 
hipped, or mansard in style. 
 
The streetscape should incorporate deciduous trees to shade 
the buildings and sidewalks in the summer.   This will help to 
reduce energy costs and allow the sunlight to penetrate in the 
cooler months.   
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A bird’s eye view of a potential mixed use development at the intersection of Williams and Joe Yenni Boulevards 
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This illustration depicts the Boardwalk with street level retail integrated with a parking garage and service area behind.  The upper level retail and deck levels 

overlook Lake Pontchartrain and incorporate LEED standards through rooftop gardens, cistern fountain, solar panels and energy efficient design strategies.  The 
bridge provides a direct connection to the lakefront.  The Mixed Use Development consists of retail and office uses located on the lower levels with living space 

above.  The building facades face the main street with parking located behind the buildings. 
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This section depicts the Boardwalk with street level retail integrated with a parking garage behind.  The upper level retail and deck levels overlook 
Lake Pontchartrain and incorporate LEED standards through rooftop gardens, cistern fountains and solar panels.  The Mixed Use Area is depicted 
on the right.�

Detail of section depicting the Boardwalk 
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All new development should incorporate energy efficiency 
strategies in order to meet LEED certification standards.  
Design strategies should seek to maximize solar gain in the 
winter and minimize solar gain in the summer.  By respecting 
the architectural traditions of the region, such as high ceilings, 
roof overhangs, operable shutters, full length windows, and 
ceiling fans, the development will incorporate a number of 
passive strategies that respond to the subtropical climate of 
southeast Louisiana.  Additional measures, including proper 
insulation, double paned low-E glass coated windows, energy 
star rated appliances, properly designed HVAC systems, and 
airtight construction should also be incorporated into the 
designs.  The rooftops should be light in color, or preferably, 
should consist of green roof systems or incorporate rooftop 
gardens.  
 
)���������� �	�����	���
 
Stormwater runoff quality has a direct impact on the water 
quality of Lake Pontchartrain, and thus has a direct impact on 
the activities at Laketown Park.  Stormwater management is 
an important component of this plan.  The proposed parking 
areas incorporate stormwater and heat island abatement 
strategies.  Proposed measures to address stormwater 
management include green roofs, grass-pave overflow parking 
areas, permeable paving throughout the site in lieu of 
traditional asphalt or concrete, cisterns, reuse of rainwater for 
the central fountain, heavy tree planting, vegetated swales, 
and rainwater gardens.   Stormwater should enter the 
municipal stormwater system only when absolutely necessary.  
Vegetated swales are proposed along the sides of most of the 

streets and parking lots.  The vegetated swales will capture 
stormwater runoff through curb cuts and downspouts tied 
directly into the swales.   During typical storm events, the 
vegetated swales will collect, slow, and filter the water before it 
reaches the rain gardens.  During peak storm events, elevated 
catch basins will collect water overflow to prevent flooding and 
direct it to the municipal stormwater system. The proposed 
vegetated swales drain to rainwater gardens, where overflow 
standpipes tie into the municipal drainage system to prevent 
flooding during peak storm events.  This method will not only 
reduce the amount of stormwater discharged from the site, it 
will also improve the quality of any runoff that reaches Lake 
Pontchartrain. 
 
,�-�	�.����$���	��*��#����	�

This plan additionally strives to create a healthier and more 
appealing living environment through the reduction of the 
urban heat island effect.  Urban areas are typically warmer 
than rural areas.  This is due in part to the thermal properties 
of building materials such as asphalt rooftops and concrete.  It 
is also due in part to the reduced number of plants, which 
results in reduced levels of evapotranspiration.   Proposed 
measures to combat the urban heat island effect include 
lighter colored paving and white or reflective material for 
rooftops.  Green roofs will provide maximum heat island 
reduction benefits.  Green roofs have the added benefit of 
superior building insulation.  The use of grass paving in 
parking overflow areas provides maximum heat island relief for 
paved areas.  Heavy tree canopy planting will shade paved 
areas and reduce ambient temperatures.  The plan includes 
no excess paving, and by reducing pavement and increasing 
vegetation, the urban heat island effect can be minimized.   
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Vegetated swales should be used along side of streets 
wherever possible.  All swales and pipe lines will drain to the 
large rainwater garden on the southeastern corner of the 
development. The red arrows represent the direction of water 
flow.  A standpipe in the rainwater garden will receive excess 
water during heavy rain events and direct the excess water to 
the municipal drainage system.  Building gutters will be tied 

directly into the swales and pipe lines.  The swales will also 
absorb the water from the pavement through curb cuts along 
the street and sheet flow from the sidewalks. The swales will 
include raised drain inlets to capture excess water during 
heavy rain events.  The swales will function to slow, absorb, 
and filter rainwater before it reaches the rainwater garden. 
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The existing parking area behind the Pontchartrain Center 
should be retrofitted to incorporate stormwater and heat island 
abatement strategies.  Such measures will have the additional 
benefit of improving the aesthetic appeal of the parking area 
and present visitors with a positive image of Kenner.  This can 
be accomplished through the addition of tree planting islands 
separated by pervious paving strips that will allow water to 
reach the tree roots and slow and reduce storm water runoff.  
Proposed alterations to the parking lot feature a pedestrian 
collection aisle, which will direct visitors to Laketown Park.  

Rain gardens are proposed along the perimeter of the parking 
lot in order to slow, filter, and absorb the stormwater runoff 
from the parking areas before it reaches the Lake. An 
additional overflow parking area is proposed for the area south 
of the existing parking area.  This area will only be utilized for 
major events, such as national tournaments or large concerts.  
The area is therefore designated for grass pave surfacing in 
order to minimize negative visual, heat island, and water 
quality impact on the site. 
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Existing Pontchartrain Center parking lot�

Proposed Pontchartrain Center parking lot 
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The Active Recreation Area should consist of facilities for 
which the community has exhibited a demand. The proximity 
of the proposed Active Recreation Area to the Pontchartrain 
Convention Center, Hilton Garden Inn, and Laketown Park 
creates potential for facilities capable of hosting regional or 
national scale events.  There is a regional demand for 
tournament style volleyball facilities.4  The proposed plan 
includes a volleyball facility with nine courts. A nine court 
facility can host national events; however, a twenty court 
facility is preferred for large scale events.  The courts are 
proposed for the landside of the levee in order to protect the 
courts from lake winds which cause sand erosion and 
maintenance problems.  The courts should be oriented in a 
north-south direction in order to address solar glare.  The 
volleyball facility should include a snack stand, small bar, and 
viewing stands. 
 
In addition to the demand for a volleyball complex, a number 
of Kenner residents have expressed a desire for a skateboard 
park.  In 2005, the planning department conducted a survey of 
local residents.  The survey results, which included responses 
from 56 individuals, indicated a strong desire for a concrete 
skateboard facility and for a combination bowl/street course 
style facility.  The development of a skateboard park in Kenner 
will meet a regional demand and provide children with a safe 
location to skateboard.  The demand in Kenner is part of a 
national trend.  Since the mid-1990s, more than 1,000 public 
and private skateboard parks have been constructed in cities 
across the country, according to the Skatepark Association of 
the USA, a Los Angeles-based nonprofit dedicated to helping 
citizens and cities build them.  The recent boom in skate parks 
can be attributed to several factors:  
 
·  Some states, such as Florida and California, have passed 

statutes specific to skate parks that offer government 
                                                
     4 Bruce White, interviewed by Hailey Bowen, Kenner, LA September 25, 2007.  

agencies more protection and guidance in their 
construction and management;  

·  Early worries among insurers and public officials over high 
rates of lawsuits for personal injuries at skate parks have 
not been realized;  

·   A growing trend in interest among youth and young adults 
for places to safely skate, prompting government officials 
to respond.5   

 
The closest outdoor skateboard facility, located in Hammond, 
is highly successful and serves a true cross section of society.6   
Much of this success can be attributed to the designer, 
Dreamland Skateparks, LLC, of Lincoln City, Oregon.  
Dreamland Skateparks has a large national following of 
skateboarders who travel the country in order to visit their 
facilities.  The park is drawing crowds of local schoolchildren in 
excess of 30 to 40 during weekdays. On weekends the crowds 
of 75 include both locals and visitors from as far away as 
California and New York. Local skateboarders are managing 
to stay away from bank parking lots and the college campus 
where they're not allowed to board, according to police reports, 
which show a decline in the number of complaints of damages 
made by boarders using handrails to slide on their trucks.7 
However, there have been no lawsuits. 

                                                
     

5
 City of Kenner Planning Department Public Skateboard Park: Liability Issues, 

2005.    
     

6
 Joey Kenner, Director of Recreation, City of Hammond, interviewed by Hailey 

Bowen, telephone interview, January 16, 2008. 
     

7
 Aimee Yee, “Hammond Skate Park Drawing Crowds,” Hammond Daily Star , April 

26, 2005. 
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The Kenner Planning Department prepared a research report 
entitled Public Skateboard Park: Liability Issues in 2005.  The 
report investigates liability and design issues related to the 
development of a skate park. Currently, there are three 
Louisiana Statutes that provide limited liability protection to its 
political subdivisions from personal injury suits:  
1) Louisiana Revised Statute 9:2800,  
2) Louisiana Revised Statute 9:2800.56,  
3) Louisiana Revised Statute 9:2795.   
It has been determined that a Kenner skate park would be 
insured under the City’s general recreational use liability 
insurance.  Kenner’s insurer has no requirements, such as 

park supervision or waiver forms to be insured. The City’s 
underwriter indicated that the more steps the city takes to 
control the park and its use the better chance there is that the 
annual premium will be lower. 
 
A number of Kenner citizens have requested a BMX Track.  
Baton Rouge has a successful park located at BREC's Perkins 
Road Park, 7122 Perkins Road.  The facility generates 
revenue by hosting races every Sunday, special event track 
rentals for birthday parties, classes and bike and helmet 
rentals.  More information about the Baton Rouge BMX Track 
is available online at http://www.brec.org/index.cfm.   

Hammond Skate Park   
Photo:  www.concretedisciples.com, Andrew Eure 
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The City of Gretna opened the Gretna BMX Raceway at 800 
Gretna Boulevard on January 5, 2008.  Sixty seven riders 
were present on the first weekend.  Although the park has 
been embraced by members of the BMX community, 
controversy exists over whether the park design should have 

included a canopy.  The New Orleans region experiences high 
annual rainfall, which renders the track unusable during and 
after rain events.  The park is supported by the Parent Riders 
Association.  More information about the park is available at 
http://www.gretnabmx.com.   

 
 

Baton Rouge BMX Track 
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